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Representative Irving H. Levin - OTHER - i

39 Lyndon Road
Cranston, RI 02905

RE: EPA Soil Sampling at Parkview Jr. High & Fay Fields
Dear Representative Levin:

I am writing to update you on the status of EPA's soil sampling efforts
at the Parkview Junior High Field and Fay Field. I am attaching a rough
‘copy of the analytical results and a diagram of the areas sampled. As
you can see the sample results do not indicate widespread contamination.
The letter "U" next to a number indicates that the substance was not
detected at the detection limit shown. .An example is chloromethane -
13U. This indicates that chloromethane was not found in the sample at a
concentration greater than or equal to 13 parts per billion (ppb) .

The letter "J" next to a number indicates that the number is estimated
due to equipment limitations. It is assumed that the substance is
present but it cannot be measured accurately. The letter "R" next to a
number indicates that the number is rejected and therefore not valid.

The following Table lists probable human carcinogens found in soil
samples taken on May 19, 1988 at the indicated fields:

CONCENTRATION (ppb)

(F A Y F I E L D) (JUNIOR HIGH)
Sample Sample Sample Sample Sample Sample
Substance 88556 88557 88558 88559 88560 88561
Benzo(a)anthracene 61 J 73 J 370 U 370 U 390 U 42 J
bis(2-ethylhexyl) 68 J 70 J 2900 370 U 73 J 91 J
Phthalate
Chrysene 97 J 130 J 370 U 46 J 65 J 73 J
Benzo(b) Fluoranthene 180 J 220 J 43 J 110 J 130 J 110 J
’ /
Benzo(a)Pyrene 97 J 160 J 370 U 370 U 73 J 56 J
Indeno(1,2,3-cd)Pyrene 92 J 120 J 370 U 370 U 62 R 400 U
4,4' - DDE_ 73 . 2.7 J 10 J 15 J 2.3 R >19b U.
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An EPA toxicologist has calculated the total potential lifetime cancer
risk level for a composite of the above samples. The composite sample
assumes the highest concentration of each substance. The risk is based
on a lifetime exposure of 70 years (exposure being a combination of soil
ingestion and soil contact). It is assumed that the concentrations
detected are uniformly distributed in the entire field. The go;ential
lifetim ancer risk level has been calculated to be 1 x 10 ~°. 1In
EPA's opinion this represents an insignificant cancer risk probability
of one in one million.

In addition, EPA transmitted a draft Corrective Action Order to Ciba-
Geigy on September 30, 1988. The Agency is currently discussing the
terms of the Order with Ciba-Geigy.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (617) 573-9643.
Sincerely,
- - .‘!, " /) i g
ek AT

Frank Battaglia, Environmental Engineer
NH & RI Waste Regulation Section

cc: Eric Palazzo, Cranston Mayor's Office
Mary Jane O'Donnell, EPA
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